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In fall 1866, Chris’s beer was ready to go, and the  Havilah brewer 

delivered a keg to the local newspaper. It was a go od-will, business gesture 

and was appreciated because the weather was warm. 1 After the mining boom at 

Havilah, Bakersfield became an economic rival, but brewing continued robustly 

in Havilah. In spring 1873 across from the Golden G ate Hotel at Havilah, 

Ebrich & Company opened a brewery where they served  fine-quality beer and had 

a first-rate business. The low-alcohol brew was “no t the kind that carries 

one home on it" and was probably their Buck Beer, f or which Ebrich & Co was 

then building a new cellar. 2  

 

                                                           
1 Havilah Weekly Courier , Sep 8, 1866. The owners were "H. and C. Dockweile r,” 
who also wholesaled wines, liquors, and Havana ciga rs to saloons and traders.  
2 Havilah Miner , Jun 28, 1873. Thanks to Shirley Jackson of the Ke rn County 
Genealogical Society for her clipping file on early  Kern and Tulare County 
brewers. 



 
 

Havilah town map about 1870 

 

In 1869 John B. Tungate opened Bakersfield’s first saloon. It was well-

patronized, and a year later he constructed a cella r for his summer 

customers. 3 Later that summer Tungate sold the business to Wit hington & 

Prentiss and moved nearby and built a new saloon. w hen the Weekly Courier  

inspected it in January, it was one that would be “ creditable anywhere.” 4 The 

paper also mentioned the “gratifying information” t hat a lager beer brewery 

would be in operation next summer. 5  The notice was about one-year premature.  

                                                           
3 Eugene Burmeister, City Along the Kern, Bakersfield, California 1869-1 969 , 
pg 11 
4 Tungate’s well-appointed bar had spirits, cordials , and a "large stock of 
malt liquors on draught." ( Kern County Weekly Courier , Jan 21, 1871,p 3). The 
malt liquor was probably a dark, high-alcohol brew,  some of which was 
probably made from locally-grown barley. 
5 Kern County Weekly Courier , Jan 21, 1871, p 3. Tungate apparently had 
business instincts: Wrote the Courier , “We tender thanks to the new firm for 



Brewery equipment arrived in February 1872, and a m onth later, lager 

beer was being sold by the new Bakersfield Brewery.  The ad read, "Bakersfield 

Brewery. Near Col. Baker's new mill. The undersigne d having established a 

first class brewery in this place is now prepared t o furnish Lager beer to 

this and surrounding towns at Reasonable Rates. Ord ers from the country 

promptly filled and in a satisfactory manner. HA Ja stro." 6 Exactly where it 

was located wasn’t mentioned, but in a town of six hundred residents, that 

wasn't necessary. 7 Today the newspaper’s directions are a challenge t o 

historians. 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
the ale and cocktails furnished to the printers of this office." ( KC Weekly 
Courier , Jun 14, 1870, p 2) 
6 “Col. Baker is building a saw mill and a flouring mill.” (Visalia Delta, Mar 
16, 1870); About three-and-a-half years earlier, Sa n Francisco patent-
medicine millionaire Horacio P. Livermore and partn ers, including Col. Baker, 
formed a corporation to develop canals, water power , and manufacturing in 
Bakersfield. The mill had been in operation about f our months when the 
brewery opened.  
7 The big mill was on the old south fork of the Kern  River and a few hundred 
yards east of Baker's field where the colonel raise d barley and wheat. Today 
the mill’s location can be described as north of Tr uxtun Ave and just across 
the street from the Amtrak station. In 1947 mill ca nal was abandoned. 
( Bakersfield Californian , May 20, 1947). 
 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                           

 
 
 



 
 

 Land transactions suggest that Colonel Thomas Bake r and his son-in-law 

Henry A. Jastro were partners in the Bakersfield Br ewery. On June 14, 1872, 

three months after the brewery opened, Baker sold t o Jastro two lots (for 

$200) on the west side of M Street between 20th and  21st. 8 That was probably 

the site of Bakersfield’s first brewery. 

Bakersfield's warm, summer climate meant Jastro cou ldn’t brew all year, 

and it is likely he had many other challenges with the business. On March 14, 

1874 the Courier  reported that Jastro & Company brewery was "again in running 

order." Two weeks later the Courier  gave its blessing of the product: “Having 

had the pleasure of testing a few bottles of the be er, we have no hesitation 

                                                           
8 Kern County Hall of Records , Deeds Book 0002-0084. According to Thomas 
Baker's original street grid, Lot 8 and Lot 1 in Bl ock 5 North, Range 3 East 
were five blocks north of the intersection of today ’s Truxtun and Chester Ave 
and three blocks east. The deed described the lots as "on the south of the 
south bank of the slough or ditch [on] the outlet o r tailrace of Baker Saw 
Mill." They were improved real estate because Baker  sold them "with all and 
singular appurtenances." On October 24, 1872, just weeks before Baker died, 
he sold adjacent Lot 7 to Jastro, also with it "all  and singular 
appurtenances." Sale of the lots in later years ide ntified them as in Block 
208. Today the property is in the block now occupie d by Downtown Elementary 
School. 



in pronouncing it a good article." The paper was al so happy that local money 

wasn't leaving of town for the "indispensable artic le." 9 

In 1874 a new brewery was nearing completion on M S treet at 18th. 

Owners of the Gambrinus Gardens & Brewery , Constantine Baker and John 

Schlachter, were then awaiting a brewing license fr om the Collector of 

Internal Revenue. 10  

 

                                                           
9 KC Weekly Courier , March 28, 1874, p 3, c 1 
10 KC Hall of Records , March 3, 1874. Constantine Baker bought Lot 7 in Block 
3 North, Range 3 East from Jacob Niederaur for $100 ; Baker had business 
experience. In 1872 a fire burned Baker's bakery, r estaurant, saloon, and 
barbershop, (Richard Baily, Heart of the Golden Empire , p 112); Schlachter 
was from Mendocino County where he had been a brewe r. 



 
 

 

By June, workers had finished just the basement, bu t Baker and 

Schlachter said they would serve customers in the b asement until the 

structure above was completed. The owners landscape d the grounds “in German 

fashion…and a handsome garden with summer house and  fountain has been 



arranged, and great taste and art have been display ed in making the locality 

a pleasant one." Their first ad read, "Beer in Bottles, Kegs, or Barrels 

furnished to all parts of the surrounding country, to Bars and private 

Families. A Beer Garden and Cellar is on the premis es, where the beverage is 

dispensed to customers and may be drank amid surrou ndings of comfort and 

quiet." The Courier concluded, "Their accommodation s for those who may feel 

disposed to imbibe on the premises are first-class. "  11 

 
 

 

On July 4 the paper wrote, "The Gambrinus Gardens a nd Brewery have been 

open to the public since Tuesday last, and Sunday w as made the occasion of a 

more formal opening and special abstractions [attra ctions]. We have been 

afforded the opportunity of making a thorough test of the beer made at this 

establishment and pronounce it first class. If the present standard of 

excellence is maintained, competition from abroad m ay be defied... The 

                                                           
11 KC Weekly Courier , Jun 20, 1874, p 2 



proprietors should bear in mind it is difficult to gain the favor of the 

public and easy to lose it. … It is to be hoped the y may take for their 

motto: 'Eternal vigilance and care is the price of success and safety.'" 12 

 

 
 

Typical street scene 1870 (Anaheim, CA) 

 

Jastro was leaving the brewing business. Three week s after the grand 

opening of the Gambrinus Gardens & Brewery, Jastro sold Lots 7, 8, and 1 to 

Constantine Baker and John Schlachter for $2,000. 13 Why Schlachter and Baker 

wanted the old property is not known, but a month l ater Drs. Warner and 

Company were using equipment in the old brewery for  curative "Chemical Vapor 

Baths." 14 

 

 

 

                                                           
12 KC Weekly Courier , Jul 4, 1874, p 2 
13 KC Hall of Records , Deeds 0003-0346, Jul 28, 1874. In about two years  the 
price of lots had gone up by a factor of six. 
14 KC Weekly Courier , Aug 29, 1874, p 1 



To Constantine Baker, the words "Eternal Vigilance"  also meant watching 

out for profits, and he had been watching business well. Baker sold his 

interest in the Gambrinus to his partner, and in Ja nuary 1875 he bought two 

lots at 19th and M from the Colonel Thomas Baker es tate. 15 There at the corner 

of 19th and M he built a new, brick saloon.  

Bakersfield’s memory of its first lager brewery was  already receding 

into history, but the people’s thirst for drink had  grown. From 1869 to 1874 

the number of saloons grew from one to seven. 16 Brewing probably seemed like a 

sure and safe investment, but when the Southern Pac ific railroad arrived in 

fall 1874, the town had a hard time keeping its own  brewery. 

(End of Part I)  

                                                           
15 KC Hall of Records , Deeds 0001-0004, Jan 9, 1875 
16 On Mar 20, 1871 Sheriff Alex Mills had to transpor t a two hundred pound 
drunk in wheelbarrow (Rudy, Lynn Hay. Old Bakersfield: Sites & Landmarks, 
1875-1915. 2000. Privately printed. Lynn Hay Rudy, 22750 Hwy, I, Jenner CA 
95450-9730) 


