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George W. Wear and the Bakersfield Democrats had th

for giving the cold shoulder to President Rutherfor
train stopped at Sumner in 1880. The election of 18

disappointment to Mr. Wear, who was the editor and

eir reasons
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Kern County Democrat . Democratic candidate Samuel J. Tilden had

received 52% of the popular vote, but a congression
Rutherford B. Hayes enough electoral votes from Flo

19th President of the United States.

Hayes' moderate position on Chinese immigration ang
Californians, including Wear's friend Pavey who rem
before Mr. Hayes’ arrival that he wouldn't take 10
“fraud.”

Republicans needed to carry the Pacific states in t
1880 to elect James A. Garfield. To strengthen the
President Hayes made a 9,000-mile whistle-stop junk

process he became the first seated US President to
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The Union Pacific Railroad provided Hayes with a lo
passenger cars, and a dining and baggage car that b
railroad’s board of directors. Accommodations were
the standards of a decade later, they were far from
Newspaper coverage focused primarily on the Preside
entourage: First Lady Lucy Webb Hayes; Secretary of
Ramsey; Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman
A. Hitchcock (senior security agent for General Wes
the Hayes’ 22 year-old son "Rud.” 2

In the second week of September 1880, the train cro
California at Truckee and on to the line’s northern
Redding. The party boarded stages for Rosenberg, Or
train on to Portland, the Columbia River, Walla Wal
They returned to Portland and boarded an ocean stea
Francisco. At Oakland the special train carried the
Joaquin Valley. When at Los Angeles, the party woul
Washington, DC via Arizona.

On October 22, 1880, under bright moonlight, the tr
for 10 minutes at the Southern Pacific’s Sumner sta
Bakersfield. The next day an article appeared on pa
County Gazette.
the words "President Rutherford B. Hayes... who secur
through fraud and corruption... " George Wear noted t

approached Sumner, the town's fire-bell sounded, "a

! Rutherford Platt Hayes was a field commander in th
he showed particular gallantry in spearheading a fr
savage Battle of Cloyd's Mountain. During the war h
shot from under him. Although other presidents serv
Hayes was the only one injured. He was wounded five
2 Rutherford “Rud” Hayes attended Michigan State Uni
graduated with a B.S. from Cornell University.

3 Kern Co. Gazette
in Oregon.”
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citizens who would raise enough enthusiasm, started
witness the fraud. The cornet band was out, and the
belch forth on his arrival. When the train came to
President was loudly called for, and he responded i
Wear described how other towns had received the Pre
poor were allowed to see him as well as the rich, t
been the guest of bankers, railroad kings, and corp
failed to create the unbounded enthusiasm with the
managers supposed he would. Republican leaders shou
stronger card, for as it is, the affair has only cr
train moved off, and our citizens returned, Republi
and the Democrats enjoying the knowledge that this
Republican President that the country will have --
time." “ The election a few month later proved that Wear wa
In 1903 George Wear wrote again about Hayes’ visit,
newspaperman cautioning readers that that was "a lo
minute details... but the gist of the recitals and th
have of it, and if my memory errors in minor detail

done anyone." Here is what Wear wrote:

for the depot to
cannon was there to
a halt, the
n a short speech.”
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"Gentlemen," remarked Charlie Maul, "An old inciden t just

occurs to me. When President Hayes passed down the
let me say that was in 1880 or 1881 -- | forget whi

was a big crowd at the depot to see him. His train

at about nine o'clock at night. When the people wer

go to the depot someone asked Pavey if he was going
No!" Pavey replied, 'What would | go for? What do y
want to see him for? It was Tilden, the man who jus

for President that | would go for, but | don't want

4 Kern Co. Gazette , Oct 23, 1880
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He ain't my kind of man. | wouldn't go ten steps to
sir, 1 will stay right here.'

"Charlie Maul then continued, 'So the boys went tha
And the next day they didn't say anything to Pavey.
curiosity got to itching Pavey so bad that he had t
what did the old fraud say?' Ed Palmes, who was sta
Pavey, narrowed his eyes, and whispered to him, 'We
Scribner climbed up there on the platform to welcom
and then Scrib says to Hayes, 'As an active Republi
to welcome you, Mr. President. The President shook
warmly and replied, "You have served the country we
perhaps saved the Republican Party from defeat. Don
'‘Mr. President' -- call me Rutherford." *

Pavey liked that one, but what he didn't know was t
had set him up for the next part of the story.

“So then,' said Ed, 'We saw the President put his
and shade his eyes, and he looked all around amongs
and finally he turned to Gen. Sherman up there on t
and he whispered something to him.' The boys who we
to Charlie started smiling, and sure enough Pavey p
said, 'Well, did anybody hear what he said?' And Ed
Pavey with a serious look and answered, 'Why, Hayes
General and said, 'Bill, somebody's missing out the

Pavey?” °
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of Republican James A. Garfield. But in 1884 George

Democratic president, Grover Cleveland. Wear’s sens
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only four years. In 1888 Benjamin Harrison became P
the Democratic Grover Cleveland received more of th
George Wear suffered through another four years wit
president.

George Wear might have allowed some of Harrison’s s
admission of Idaho and Wyoming to the Union, passag
Anti-Trust Act, and enactment of pension legislatio
have surely pounded Harrison the Republican for his
tariffs and his ties to big business.

Voters turned on Harrison’s party, and the Republic
election in 1890 looked as doubtful as they had bee
shrinking US treasury, declining economy, and wides
made swing votes critical. In April 1891 the Republ

President Harrison on a cross-country rail tour.

Did he grudgingly agree? Benjamin Harrison was an i
guiet man, and the openness of the White House trie
his years as president, Harrison wrote, "Itis an o
combined -- an evil combination. It is open to visi
pm-- without card or introduction. There isnota s
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can use in privacy. Until screens were placed in th
private dining room, it was not an unusual incident

stop in front of them while the occupants took a gr

resident even though
e popular vote, and

h a “fraud”

uccesses: The
e of the Sherman
n. But Wear must

support of high

an chances for
nin 1880. A
pread unemployment

ican party sent

ntrinsically
d him. In recalling
ffice and a home
tors from 10 am to 2
quare foot of
dent or his family
e windows of the
for a carriage to

atified view of the



President and his family at their breakfast or lunc
might have welcomed the cross-country tour.

In complete contrast to the Hayes trip of 1880, Har
carloads of assistants. The luminaries included Fir
Harrison, millionaire Postmaster-General John Wanam

Secretary of Agriculture Jeremiah McLain Rusk. Less

h." © The President

rison’s had
st Lady Caroline
aker and wife, and

er-knows were six of

Harrison’s relatives, his private secretary 7 and a military aide. Then

there was the supporting staff: Conductors, cooks,

waiters, stewards,

porters, baggage master, and a barber 8, Adding to that assembly were

three reporters from the United Press, Associated P
Association.  °

The Presidential Special was fitted up at the Pullm
at Wilmington, Delaware. They were the perfection o
Behind the engine and coal car was the Aztlan carry
for cabin lighting and a pressured, 141-gallon pota

The Aztlan and the remaining special cars in series

"enclosed vestibules."

The cars were built to European-monarchy standards.

library had polished mahogany desks, and the sofa a
smoker room were upholstered in seal-brown plush. "
are at each end of its smoking compartment so that

representatives are weary of the 25-cent Havana atm
it up by turning the current on."

with wines and liquors.

ress, and Press News

an Car shops
f the builder's art.
ing the generator
ble-water supply.

were connected by
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nd chairs of its
Electric screw-fans
when the press
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11 The Aztlan also had a full larder

8 Benjamin Harrison, This Country Of Ours, By Benjamin Harrison . New

York, C. Scribner, 1897

" Probably Elijah W. Halford

8 In 1880, by contrast, Pres. Hayes' son had to leav
Cheyenne, WY to get a haircut.

% Los Angeles Times , Apr 10, 1891;

10 Opulent railcars of the period were assigned names

11 washington Post , Apr 13, 1891; Los Angeles Times
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Next was the dining car Coronado. Silver, electric lamps

illuminated the interior, and the dining tables wer e appointed with
white linens and sterling silver plate. The woodwor k was brilliant-
white, the upholstery red plush, and the curtains g reen plush.

Behind the dining car was the sleeper New Zealand f itted with a
double drawing-room and two sleeping apartments for the President and
Mrs. Harrison. Woodwork was white and gold, and the interior surfaces
upholstered in velvety, steel-frieze blue plush. Th e curtains were soft
terra cotta. This car was for the exclusive use of Mr. and Mrs.
Harrison.

Behind the President’s car was the drawing-room car Ideal. It had
one large room and six adjoining drawing rooms. Eac h was finished in
salmon and white with gold-mottled woodwork; the se ating mahogany,

"exquisitely upholstered in white hair."



The end car was the Vacuna. Its combination library

car contained 16 chairs aligned with oversized Fren
behind a bank of closets were six drawing rooms. Ea
compartment was upholstered in various colors of si
matching woodwork. On the outside-back was a 7x9-ft
This speaking deck was partially roofed from the we
with a highly-polished bronze and brass railing.

The press didn't learn of Harrison's trip until Apr
but reporters were present late on April 14 when th
Aztlan was started. "Soon the electric wires runnin
the train to the other were tremendous with the sub
incandescent lights were turned on and a fairy scen

At exactly midnight, the special train left Sixth
Pennsylvania Station, and President Harrison and pa
round-trip, 9,332-mile, 30-day-plus tour to the Pac
isolation between stops would be very unlike the pu

and the President, wrote the Boston Globe

somber face. 13

12 washington Post , Apr 14, 1891
13 Daily Globe  [St. Paul, MN], Apr 14, 1891;
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But the Boston Globe was not enthusiastic. It estimated the

tour's cost to be about the same as Harrison's annu
political implications also worried the Globe
bearing Caesar Harrison and his presidential fortun
first-class farm in Kansas... He and his party of 14
expending at least $1,500 a day of somebody's money
idea that Mr. Harrison will pay a solitary dime for
and luxury... A direct appropriation from the treasur
it's plain, will never be made, but 'my Postmaster
Harrison calls Mr. Wanamaker has a vast discretion
mail contracts, and how can he fail to deal generou
two years with the presidents of the great lines wh
him, and his master, as men [people] were never [be
railroad princesses and potentates?" 14
Harrison had done several short rail tours before t
for this one Wanamaker had to coordinate a lengthy
and dispatchers across the country sidetracked and
in favor of the fast-moving special, and the train
in Virginia, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama and Arkans
Harrison was at El Paso on April 21, 1891; two days

at Riverside, California; and at 7 pm he was at Pas

1 The criticism prompted Harrison to give Wanamaker
for $10,000.

15 Weekly Californian , Apr 18, 1891
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(Harrison at Santa Ana, April 23, 1891. Photo: Sant

Awaiting the President at Los Angeles was the large
assemblage in the town's history. The following day
San Fernando, Saugus, Santa Paula, and San Buenaven
April 24 Harrison was at Santa Barbara where he sta
early hours of Saturday, April 25 his train doubled
where it switched to the branch line to Mojave, Teh
San Joaquin Valley.

Compared to President Hayes’ night whistle-stop in
President Harrison’s welcome to Bakersfield was ext
Harrison had served with bravery and distinction in
a more local action also boosting his welcome: Some

had appointed Truxtun Beale as US Minister to Persi

a Ana Public Library)

st public
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Daily Californian’s
Harrison's visit on Saturday, April 25, 1891.

On Friday prominent women headed by Mrs. Emile Dink
of the department store owner, met at the Baker and
adorn the esplanade with flags, rose garlands, and
branches. The party was not alone there. Wrote the
of the Mexican residents of Sumner asked permission
flag with the others, and permission was gladly giv
very happy thought of our adopted countrymen." 16

Two hours before Harrison arrived, the crowd at Sum
already swelling, “and by the time the flower-cover
slowly steaming in, there must have been a thousand
all eager to see the Chief Magistrate of the United
six cars to the train, and in the vestibule of the
stopped just beyond the depot right at the street ¢
Harrison and his party were seen seated. As the tra
President arose, took off his hat and bowed to the
spectators." 17

Kern County Judge A. R. Conklin, Charles E. Sherman
Houghton, who was an acquaintance of Truxtun Beale,
platform to greet the presidential party as it emer
President appeared, the huge crowd cheered enthusia
throwing roses. 18

Harrison’s speeches for the past week had been patr
political, and today Harrison was in excellent orat

friends, | am very much obliged to you for your fri

for these bouquets. You must excuse me if | seem a

16 Kern County Californian
7 Ibid
18 |bid

, May 2, 1891
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bouquets. | received one in my eye the other day, w
deal of trouble... It has been a very long journey an
accompanied with some fatigue of travel, but we fee
this exhilarating air and this sweet sunshine, refr
greeting, as bright and more happy than when we lef
Capital." He concluded, "We are one people absolute
at Washington... is dependent upon no man. It is lodg
affections of the people, and has its impregnable d
assured perpetually in their love and veneration fo
spectators grasped the President's hand, and he see
it and offer pleasant words. 19

Women called loudly for Mrs. Harrison, but the answ
that she was at breakfast. It caused a good deal of
Mrs. Wanamaker appeared instead and waved, and the
satisfied. After the cheering and applause, loud ca
Postmaster-General Wanamaker to step forward. He ga
good-morning and goodbye because the car then gave
the train moved slowly out of the station. Two or t
spectators held on to the Vacuna's railing to get a

20

goodbye.
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Harrison at Tulare. Photo: San Joaquin Valley Publi ¢ Library System

Mrs. Caroline Scott Harrison’s breakfast table didn 't prevent her
from greeting Bakersfield: she was showing the firs t symptoms of
tuberculosis. Several months after the tour, Republ icans nominated
Harrison for a second term, and it was much later b efore the public
learned about Carrie Harrison’s illness. The First Lady died October
25, 1892. She and Mr. Harrison had been married 40 years.

As Mrs. Harrison’s health worsened, the President d evoted much
more time to her care, and in deference to the fami ly’s tragedy his

opponent, Grover Cleveland, stopped almost all of h is own campaigning.



The vote for president in California was Cleveland
118,027, but the vote nationwide went decisively to
did the Electoral College. Americans probably made
Harrison wrote in later years, "After the heavy blo
wife, | do not think | could have stood re-election

As rancorous as politics was 100 years ago, the
gentle and almost affectionate with Harrison’s visi
that old Peter Wible had been awaiting President Ha
Wible had arrived quite early, and a chair was set
esplanade; he watched the gathering crowd with grea
later he remarked, "I voted for Jackson in 1828 and
health and good fortune to vote at every presidenti
That meant that for 15 presidential elections, for
decades, he had cast his vote. The
arrived, Mr. Wible wished to shake hands with the P
crowd was so dense and eager that Wible concluded n
effort for fear of being rudely hustled by younger
And yet there was not one in the whole crowd but if
old gentleman's wish would have cheerfully and hard

him.
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