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Bakersfield's first public school wa opened in 1869 at 15th and "I",
which today is just southwest of city hall and nort h of the Santa Fe tracks.
In early 1875 the county extended Railroad Avenue s even blocks east from the
court house out to Kern River Flouring Mill, L and in mid-1875 the county let a
contract for a four-room school at the corner of Ra ilroad [Truxtun Avenue]
and K. 2

One evening in May 1877 the four month-old building was arsoned. The

Kern County Democrat wrote, " It was an ornament to the town and an

indispensable requisition by the growing educationa | wants of the community.
" The school was rebuilt, and the old building on 1 5th was sold in 1878 to a
private party. 8

BAKERSFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOL-HOUSE, KERN COUNTY. CAl.

! Kemn County Weekly Courier ,Jan 23, 1875.

2 Harrington, ER. History of School Organization in Kern County. Colonel Thomas Baker
originally named the east-west thoroughfare Citizen's Avenue . Truxtun Avenue is
street’s third name. The four-room school was proba bly at the site of today's County

Public Defender's Office on the south west corner o f the intersection.

3 Rudy, LH. Old Bakersfield Sites and Landmarks, 1875-1915
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above: Bakersfield public school, 1888

The name Railroad Avenue was chosen in anticipation
Pacific Railroad. But when twice-a-day rail service
Bakersfield passengers had to travel to the Souther
east of town. For the next 25 years Railroad Avenue
railroad tracks. In 1899 the name became less puzzl
inaugurated rail service through Bakersfield along
just south of Railroad Avenue School.

Bakersfield's six-room, H Street School was built i
on Kern County Land Company property.
San Francisco installed in it a Backus central hot-
school took the upper grades that were attending Ra
March 13, 1901 further improvements of Railroad Ave
and in January 1903 classes opened in all 12 rooms
1904 it was serving only lower grades when its name
School. Emerson evolved into Emerson Junior High Sc
of use until the earthquakes of 1952. About 1954 it
for a civic center. 6

An early East Bakersfield school was Fuller School
Streets near the Southern Pacific depot, but Fuller
first public school in East Bakersfield [called Sum
in 1876] was about one-half-block west of Baker Str
L, later named Lake Street. In 1891 construction of
necessitated a new school site. The old building wa

Association and moved to 1013 Baker. 7
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4 Weekly Californian , Apr 11, 1891. Rudy, opcit
5 Daily Californian , Jun 21, 1892
6 Bakersfield Californian Jun 3, 1954

" This is near the corner of Kentucky and Baker St.

old building was moved again to Monterey and Miller
The move was probably done after 1915, when present
at Oregon and Baker St.
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Lib of Congress)

According to Lynn Hay Rudy, the
St where it served as a church.
-day Baker Street Library was built



Washington School on Baker, abt 1910

Kern City, formerly Sumner, opened the two-story Ba ker Street School on
March 2, 1895, 2 and Kern City’s Beale Street School opened in 1902 . %In1910
Baker Street School was renamed Washington School, and about 1931 it became a
junior high school. In 1938 it was updated with a w ing of new classrooms and
a shop building, both of which faced Baker Street. At the same time a large
auditorium was built on the northwest corner of Baker and Nile Streets 10

Bakersfield grew steadily. In 1890 the population w as about 2,600, and
in 1900 it had reached somewhat more than 4,800. At the beginning of the 1896
school year, Bakersfield had just two schools: Emer son School and the H
Street School with a combined student population of 378 pupils and 11
teaching staff. 1 The discovery of oil along the Kern River north of town soon
fueled an explosion in population. In 1899 there we re 690 pupils, 12 and by
1910 Bakersfield’s population had jumped 300% to 12 ,700 and perhaps in excess

of 1,500 school children.

8 Now the location of Bakersfield City School Distri ct, 1300 Baker St. The
original building was set back some distance to the west from Baker St.

°Rudy, opcit. Beale School was renamed Lincoln in 1910 and later was a junior high
school. It was remodeled in the 1930s. Owens Interm ediate School at Eureka and King St
now occupies the building.

10 Kern Herald , Sep 2, 1938. This was one of several economic rec overy projects of the

Roosevelt administration.

' Morning Echo , Sep 15, 1896

2 The Daily Californian , Apr 26, 1899
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Several schools had to be built. On March 3, 1902 t
School was opened on Orange Street west of D, which
today's St Francis Church. The school was renamed L
School was built at 23rd and opened for pupils in S
Street School had been renamed Bryant School. In 19
the school remained in service for many more years.

between A and Cedar was built to absorb pupils from

After 1892, students who wanted to attend high scho
leave Kern County. That year the Kern County Board
vacant rooms at Railroad Avenue School and in Janua
for 14 males and 18 females. They met on the second
in rooms that had become available after H Street S
permanent home for Kern County High School was esta
county's old hospital at 14 th
campus of four classrooms and assembly hall. When t
G Street, the original high school building was ren
Building. '8
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13 Morning Echo Progress Edition , Feb 28, 1911
14 Today this is the junction of P St and the Highway

15 In 1939 the fire station at 2101 H St was built on
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Recollections of a High School District, 1893-1968



