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Griffith and Frank B. Gainer lived at Stark’s board ing house on California

Avenue. When the campus expanded across F Street, t he school acquired two
existing buildings. One was a two-story frame on th e northwest corner of
California and G Streets, and the other, just north , was a two-story brick
called the Dennon Apartments. 5 Into the early 1950s the Dennon provided
school offices, housing for teachers, and a dormito ry for male students.
Priscilla Spencer Flickinger (Class of 1926) rememb ered students living at
the Dennon. ©

Private housing around the school was common throug h the early 1950s.
Catherine Giovannetti's home was near the school in the mid-1940s, and she
recalled neighbors who had big Victorian houses and rented rooms to students
who "came from all over." 7 Joe Brooks attended KC in 1927 and lived at home.
He said his parents rented a spare room to two high schoolers from out of
town. 8

In 1915, five-hundred pupils attended Kern County H igh School, and
there was a student-housing shortage. The Bakersfield Californian made an
appeal to the community: "High School Superintenden t Chenoweth has an
application from a country girl of a hardworking fa mily saying she wishes to
secure board and room with some family in return fo r what help she can be
outside of school hours. He also has an offer from an excellent family who
will give some young man a home while he attends sc hool if he will do their
chores." °

Similar arrangements continued over the years. Said Beverly
Mergenthaler (Class of 1940), "Many girls couldn't afford to stay in the
dorm. In exchange for room and board, | stayed in a private home for a while
and worked for the family. | took care of their thr ee kids and got five

dollars a month." 10

In 1915, KCHS first experimented with dorm housing when it opened a
two-story home as a dormitory at 2504 M Street on t he school's new twenty-
seven-acre farm. 11 Nineteen male students took turns with the houseke eping and
5 Present site of the Bakersfield High School studen t activity center
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worked three hours a day at the farm.
“and all the privileges of a home.”
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In 1919, dormitory matron Mrs. John Brower invited
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In 1919, the 924 C Street dorm was about one-and-on
southwest of today’s Griffith’s Stadium, but it did
long. ° The 1922 Polk city directory shows a Lida Siemon *
School Dormitory” at 1207 C Street,
“tchr in chg High School Dormitory” at 2200 Califor
maps show that the two address were probably the sa
that at least by 1922 a girls' dormitory was at 221
northwest corner of California and C Streets. It wa
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dorm. Spindt expected more to apply for the 1925-19
Charles Dumble (Class of 1924) recalled that the tw
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Stadium. 23 A page from the 1926 Oracle described a house that
recently converted to the boys’ dorm. According to
earlier it was "a run-down house with grease besmea
well worn grass rugs upon a splintered and unpainte
bare, plaster cracked, furniture dilapidated, and a
victim to the deadly mats of puncture vines and oth
worst for wear and punctured, bumpy mattresses to m
yon in the various sand-laden sleeping quarters.
"Floors once dry and bare have been treated to a go
Neatly laundered curtains are now draped in a pleas
shrunken, wrinkled hanging of yesterday held sway."

Bill Bouchey, Secretary Jack Reina, and House Serge
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1921 because the 1921 Polk directory lists the home
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directory listing.
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removed.
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others, enjoyed the rejuvenated building. 25 The reference “ten month have

passed” suggests that the first KCUHS boys’ dorm op ened at 2230 California
Ave sometime in Winter 1925.

Dumble remembered dorm students from Walker Basin, Inyokern and
Ridgecrest. Other alumni recalled that the dormies arrived on Sundays from
Tehachapi, Mojave, Randsburg, Johannesburg, Boron, and Trona. The Kern Canyon
route brought in students from Weldon, Kernville, B odfish, and the PG&E’s
canyon power station. On Fridays after school, the students went home.

orm abt 1947

Girls’ Dormitory shown at northwest corner of Calif ornia Avenue and C Streets.
Building at lower left corner might have been the f ormer boys’ dorm. [Until about
1938, C Street jogged at the girls’ dorm. The gas s tation with flag, in lower right
corner, is at the southeast corner of California an d C Streets.
% |eo B. Hart first taught at Bakersfield College in 1925. He was assigned as
a monitor at the boys' dorm. (J.S. Wallace, Recollections of a High School

District 1893-1968 , p99]



Page from 1926 Oracle (KCUHS yearbook)

What was dorm living like? Edith Likely (Class of 1
through the night, no voice or step disturbed the r
that large frame building known as the girls dormit
issues the tantalizing odor of fresh fried waffles
seated around the breakfast table, partaking of a h
Likely went on to describe the house cleaning and s
when the work is finished we girls amuse ourselves
over the washtub or iron, or in shopping if we happ
monthly allowances that week." 26
In 1926 Miss Lida Siemon was head of the school's d
department and was director of the girls' dorm. She
and probably with Mrs. Brower was instrumental in t
first dorm. 27
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One challenge was to reduce home-sickness. In 1931,
Blumer and Joan Morgan supervised "a Halloween part
Present that evening were Donald Hart, Lido Sandrin
Helen Stringham, Dorothy Lovell, and Stanley and Ja
(Class of 1937) recalled that one Halloween night,
behind the girls’ dorm.
Gillette, most girls followed the rules. Except, as
for the occasional duck out the back door to Dewar'
It's not clear when KCUHS began providing weekly tr
for students from the more remote area of Kern Coun
Oscar Blackwood who attended Bakersfield Junior Col
Glennville on Saturdays and overnighted with a fami
forenoon he transported students down the mountain
many other drivers, made similar runs between Baker
In an interview with the author, Beverly Mergenthal
recalled, "We were just fourteen years old in 1938.
had to pay to stay in the dorms. Mrs. Keester was d
dorm, too, and she ran it by herself. She was alway
at the dorm, we went back there [to the boys’ dorm]
always had something ready for us. We helped with d
were strict rules. Two nights a month we could go o
by ten o'clock. We couldn't go to Fox Theater becau
“The dorm was just like a home. There were no bedro
except for Mrs. Keester's. There was one large bedr
shared, and four other bedrooms that two or more sh
reserved for the Freshmen. There was a cottage in t
dorm, which was usually reserved for the Junior Col
supposed to be more responsible, and for the most p
was one of the lucky few high school girls who got
during my Junior year in high school. Only sneaked
"Sometimes we had a party, but it was hard to enter

dances or football games on the weekend because we

2 Blue and White
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31 In 1916 a change in State law allowed Kern County H
administratively separate itself from the Office of
Superintendent of Schools. The word "Union" was the
name even though the school occupied only one campu
32 By 1948, twenty-nine bus drivers were Bakersfield
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If we stayed the weekend we had to stay at a friend 's house. We came back to
Bakersfield on Sunday afternoon. The dorms were nic e but | wished we could

have done more social things in town."

By 1943 the girls’ dorm was still about the same as it was in earlier
years. Wrote the Blue and White in 1943, "With fifteen young high school
girls, the girls’ dorm remains one big, happy famil y, with Mrs. Wilda Boushey
as house-mother. There are now twelve high school g irls all junior and
seniors and three JC girls, living at the dormitory . The majority hail from
Kernville. Dinner is served at six o'clock, and goo d, vitamin-plus meals are
given. There are usually three girls to a room, and it is kept clean and neat
by the occupants. Even with all the rules the girls enjoy themselves and have
lots of fun." 33

The girls' dorm hosted dinners for the boys’ dorm, but by 1946 boys
took regular meals at the girls' dorm. Beverly Merg enthaler noted the

differences between the sexes, "We knew most of the m. They had the same



restrictions we had but were a lot more aggressive.
out of the dorms at night."
The number of girls at the dorm varied over the yea
1926, seventeen girls elected Aileen White, Margare
Beedlove as their officers. At the start of the sch
ambitious plans for social events, but plans never
Alice Arp, Thelma Ammons, Mable Kerwin, and Aileen
About 1925, the high school boys’ dorm was in a two
frame house just south of the Dennon Apartments at
California and G Streets. The boys’ dorm closed abo
and in 1950 was probably closed again. By then it w
Bakersfield telephone book.
Junior College students also roomed at the boys' do
until after WWII that they had a separate dorm. Wil
the mid-1930s, and he recalled JC students Nick Ril
Bailey, and a man named Fred from Long Beach. They
Ed Simonson who later became President of Bakersfie
dorm from 1938 until the start of WWII. Said Simons
back from the war the boys' dorm was still there. A
College started its own dorm. There was a private h
the south of California Avenue that we used for aw
Sergant's house. His wife Esther operated itas a d
Dormies might have felt that they were "hicks from
Blackwood phrased it, but Bakersfield was equally i
Jackson who lived in Bakersfield and attended KCUHS
dormies Elizabeth Weisman from Kern Valley and Caro
At the beginning of the term, Fay Smith rode her ho
Glennville and kept it at Mission Stables. Bunkey V
said, "l remember those dorm kids in 1934 who were
Valley. Other friends of mine were the Burlandos an
Valley. One of the Burlando girls was something. Sh

throw bulls." 38
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Byrom Ellis (Class of 1938) was from Bodfish, and h e stayed at the

dorm. He remembered there was a bell to get up, a b ell to eat, and a bell to

go to bed. For thirty dollars a month Ellis got thr ee meals a day, an iron

cot, and some interesting experiences. % said Ellis, "I started at the dorm

when | was a Freshman in 1934. One afternoon | was coming back from town, and
five or six upperclassmen backed me up behind a pal m tree and said, ‘Get your
ass out here. We're going to paddle you.’ | said, ' Try it. I'll get you one-
by-one when you're by yourselves.' Well, they turne d off and left.

“Another time eleven of us Freshmen that had come d own from Kernville,
well, they put our beds out on the dorm's upstairs porch. It was cold as hell
that winter. That first year some of the upperclass men would come out there
and turn our beds over. So one day we all got toget her and decided to whip
those bastards. Every night after supper we had to clean up the dishes, and
then everybody walked over to the basement of the J C where the study hall
was. Everybody had to go whether you needed to stud y or not. After awhile we
went outside and waited in the dark. When the bell rang those guys came out

and we drove it to them.

"l lived there at the dorm one year. The next year Bruce Landry from
Bodfish and | got a room with the Brooks family, an d we had our food from a
lady that had a boarding house."

At times, both dorms had housekeepers, but a teache r or JC students
always lived at the dorms to keep order. In 1927 Mi ss Lida Siemon and Miss
Robin Rapp were supervisors, and in charge at the b oys' dorm were junior
college students Irwin, Anderson, and Parker. Willi am Dolan recalled a young
teacher who lived at the boys’ dorm in 1931. "He wa s a single man by the name
of J. Wesley McDaniel, who was a psychologist who h elped with advising. | am
sure he was shopping around because living at the d orm was certainly no life
for a married man. By 1935 he had gotten married an d moved on." 40

In 1946-1947 Ray Scott and his wife Marian, both te achers from Oregon,
lived at the boys' dorm. Another teacher had a room upstairs. One of the last
dorm supervisors was E. Ben Evans, the school libra rian.

A fondly-remembered housekeeper was white-haired, v ivacious Mrs.
Bouchey, or "Mom", whose full name was probably Wil da M. Boucher. Wrote
Beverly Blackwood, "The dorm mother at the boys’ do rm was Mother Bouchey who
later came to the girls’ dorm and was well-loved by both the boys and

39 Interview with the author.
40 Interview with the author
41 Dolan interview with the author



girls."  “2 Mother Bouchey retired in 1941. Her eighteen years
overlapped with that of Mrs. Francis G. Keester and
whom served in the dorms in the late 1930s and earl
After WWII some of those who lived in the KCUHS did
school there. Lynn Hay Rudy (Class of 1951) recalle
spent their school evenings at the KC boarding hous
bused over to East Bakersfield High for school, poo
the four Ray kids. Stan in my class, Fred, and two
charge of the Kernville fish hatchery, I think. | k
‘outsiders' and it was probably hard on their socia
cliquish high schoolers are." 43
In 1947 a fifteen year-old girl arrived in Bakersfi
Texas, and enrolled at KCUHS as a Senior. In an ema
explained, "l had been made a ward-of-the-court and
with the agreement that | could live there if | did
anything. | lived there one year. The dorm was clos
room with other people on Friday and Saturday night
tables at a diner café called the Betty Lee Tea Roo
roommates who were in the same situation as myself,
and had been placed in the Dorm by the court.” 44
Kernville High School opened in 1941, Burroughs Hig
Ridgecrest in 1945, and Desert High opened at Edwar
dorms at Bakersfield High School was fading. The bo
1949 and girls’ dorm closed in 1956.
Just west of Griffith Stadium today is a grassy pla
when the girls’ dorm was demolished is an unanswere
was moved to the southeast corner of Brundage and U
gone.
Memories persist. Yvonne Loustalot Liner (Class of
first husband attended JC and was staying at the do
front and study in his car. When WWII started he we
was killed. In the mid 1950s | was working at an of
looked out the window and saw the boys’ dorm being

my purse | had my husband's little pocket knife and
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dorm. At that moment | remember thinking, ‘I have t he key to that
building."™ 45

45 Interview with the author



