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weeks audiences saw the life-size images in great ¢
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the masses, and Wyatt Earp and Bat Masterson were p
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The advertisement in a local newspaper read, “Marve
and most wonderful invention, reproducing life-size
Including the Great Corbett Fight and Knockout. [Ac
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profits. In contrast, about four-hundred small-scre
profitably shown in the US, and it wasn't until 190

pictures were commercially successful. 6

Rector recorded the fourth world heavyweight champi

United States. " The world champ was "Gentleman Jim" Corbett.

| of the Age. Edison's latest
scenes and figures.
tress] Cissy Fitzgerald in
t a speed of 60 miles per
ing Tom Cats. The Closing of
e leaving the building.
motion. The Great Fire Scene
and many others.” 5

ill exploring
ofitable movies. Two years
nkins of Indiana screened the
ize. But costs exceeded
en moving pictures were being

3 that life-size moving

onship ever held in the
8

4 For an historical account of the fight see July 19
Questionable Fight in San Francisco" by Harold L. E
historian).

> Daily Californian, May 29, 1897

98 True West Magazi ne, "A
dwards (Bakersfield

6 Life of an American Fireman ran six minutes and used 425 feet of film.

" The first was fought in May 1880 at Collier Statio
British world-champion Joe Goss met the Irish chall
knuckle fight went on for 90 minutes, until the sta
unable to come out of his corner.
June 2, 1880 (http://www.wvculture.org/history/spor
second was in Feb 1882 at Mississippi City, MS, whe
Boston KO'd Irish-American Paddy Ryan. In 1892 Corb
Sullivan and walked away with a $25,000 purse, or a

Chi cago Tri bune, Sunday, March 1, 1931, “Nobody's Business,” Westb

[BAWLI (Boxing As We Liked It) Papers, J. Michael K
(http://www.cyberboxingzone.com/bawli/bawli63.txt)]

8 patrick James Corbett was born in San Francisco in
when he was nineteen. Today Corbett is known as the
fighter: He possessed not only speed but also a tec
avoid his opponent’s strength and exploit weaknesse

Wheel i ng [ West Virginia]

n, West Virginia, where the
enger Paddy Ryan. The bare-
rt of Round 88 when Goss was
Daily Intelligencer,
ts/gossryan02.html); The

re John Lawrence Sullivan of
ett knocked-out 34-year-old

bout $550,000 today. See
rook Pegler.
enyon, ed.

1866 and started boxing
ring’s first thinking
hnique that allowed him to
S.



(wikimedia.org/)

That fight in September 1892 was conducted under Ma rquis of Queensbury
Rules: Three-minute rounds with boxing gloves "dura ble" to the satisfaction of
the referee. Queensbury rules reduced the gore of b are-knuckle fights, and so
elevated boxing’s image, but gloved matches cause m ore blunt trauma. Gloved

less injury to their hands.

(Representation of glove size. Jimmy Clabby, abt 19 10)
Library of Congress
Bob Fitzsimmons worked in his brother's blacksmith shop in New Zealand
where the young man developed a massive upper body. At twenty-two Bob "Ruby
Robert" Fitzsimmons started a 60-match fight career that, in 1890, elevated him
to middleweight champion of Australia. He then went to the US where he quickly

rose to top rankings. °

® In many industrialized nations, prize-fighting was banned.



Fitzsimmons
http://coxscorner.tripod.com/fitzsimmons.html

Bakersfield's sporting crowd probably read about Bo
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On St. Patrick's Day, 1897, in Carson City’s new op

James Corbett met 167-Ib Bob Fitzsimmons. The day w
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All was not entirely well for Corbett, either. He h
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close of Round 13, Fitzsimmons’ wife, Rose, yelled
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struck Corbett just below the heart, he dropped for
was new heavyweight boxing champion of the world.
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played in Britain, where audiences paid willingly t o0 see Fitzsimmons, their

countryman, beat the American Corbett. 15
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Representation: 1895-96: Vitascope motion picture p rojector, Edison Manufacturing Co.

(http://inventors.about.com/library/inventors/bl_Mo tion_Pictures_Vitascope.htm)

The long-term, financial winner in this was Enoch J . Rector, who should
have been awarded his own championship belt for pro motional ingenuity. When his
receipts were counted, the Corbett-Fitzsimmons film pulled in more than
$750,000, or about $16.1 million today. Because no copy of the film seems to be
available, a yet-bigger winner might turn up someda y if the lost reels are ever
discovered.

15 Although Rector's film was the first big-screen mo tion picture ever shown in
Bakersfield, not everyone was enthusiastic. A day b efore it played, the Dai |l y
Cal i f or ni an ran a morally high-toned editorial citing Californ ia's law against
prizefighting and condemning the "exhibition" boxin g bouts that took place in

San Francisco's in full presence of police.



